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World’s largest CLT building starts
on site in Hackney

A 121-unit residential block, that when complete will be the largest cross laminated
timber (CLT) building in the world, has started on site in Dalston Lane, Hackney in
London.

Designed by Waugh Thistleton Architects for property developer Regal Homes, the
16,000 sg m development includes 3,460 sq m of office space. Above a basement
and ground floor of concrete, the building’s structure, designed with engineer Ramboll
UK, is constructed from timber.

The 10-storey building will use 3,852 cu m of CLT, more than has been used on any
other project in the world. “We believe that by volume of CLT used it will be the

largest building in the world," says Dave Lomax, project architect at Waugh Thistleton.

Lomax believes that the project demonstrates how timber can be used to construct
large buildings. He is keen for CLT to be considered by other architects and
contractors when building large residential projects. “Our aspiration is that in the
future, building with CLT will not be seen as an odd thing to do,” he says.

The building is also set to become the tallest building in the world with a CLT
structure, rising 0.5m taller than the Forté residential building in Melbourne, Australia.
However, the building will not be as tall as the 14-storey glulam and CLT hybrid
structure in Bergen, Norway, which started on site last year and claims to be the
world’s tallest wooden apartment block. This building itself could be eclipsed if plans
for a 25-storey wooden skyscraper in Vienna, unveiled earlier this week, come to
fruition.

According to Andrew Waugh, partner at Waugh Thistleton, we should not be dwelling
on how tall the building is, but the number of homes that are being built: “It's not
about height, it's about how big it is,” he says. “What's important is the amount of
concrete that we are not using, by building these homes with CLT.”

Ramboll has calculated that the building will save 2,400 tonnes of carbon, compared
to an equivalent block built with a concrete frame.

CLT is encouraged in Hackney, which mooted a timber first policy in 2012, and this
building will join a host of timber buildings already standing in the borough, including
Waugh Thistleton’s Murray Grove (the world's former tallest CLT building) and
Karakusevic Carson Architects’ Bridport House.

“Hackney encourage the use of timber as they understand the importance of reducing
the carbon impact of housing,” says Waugh.

There will be a lot more timber homes in Hackney in the near future, as
Hawkins\Brown’s Banyan Wharf office and apartment block on Wenlock Road (also
for Regal Homes) recently topped out and Waugh Thistleton itself has three more CLT
blocks on site in the borough.
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